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Introduction

[Greeting:] → Welcome to “The Armor of Faith,” a show where we hope to bring our listeners closer to
the Word of God and the blessings we receive through living in the fullness of  the Catholic faith. My 
name is Doug and I will be your host as we discuss the blessings of the Church Christ built upon Peter.

I am joined today by my panel: [names] 

Helen is a lay-Dominican, which is also known as the Order of Preachers, and she, along with her 
husband Dan, are engaged in youth catechesis and music ministry at Saint Philip Benizi Catholic 
Mission in Cedaredge, Colorado. Sharon is our token cradle Catholic, and, as everyone by now knows, 
I am simply here to ask questions, because if there were no questions, what would our panel do? So, 
welcome to our panelists as well as to our listeners.

Let us open with a prayer:

Heavenly Father, we lift up our hearts in thanks and praise for this opportunity to open and 
share your Holy Word this day. We pray that You are with us and all our listeners as we share 
with one another the blessings of faith. We pray You will grant us wisdom and understanding as 
we seek to learn Your Holy Truth. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit we pray.

Discussion: 

Before we begin our discussion today, I would like to ask for prayers for one of our panelists, 
Dan Hawkins. Dan recently suffered a stroke during his sleep. The stroke affected his left side. 
When he attempted to get up in the morning, he fell and subsequently broke his right arm. 
When he was taken to the hospital for the injury, that is when they discovered he had suffered a 
stroke. Dan is back at home and recovering, but we ask our listeners to join us in prayer for 
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Dan's continued healing and recovery. We would also like to ask for prayers for his wife Helen 
and their family during this time of concern.

Last time, we pointed out that Pope Benedict XV recognized one possible cause for diminishing
faith within society was the quality of our preachers. This was also noted by those who desire 
the destruction of the Catholic Church. They saw a weakness which they believed could be 
exploited. When the priesthood is weakened, the flock is not fed or properly led. The wolf in 
shepherd's clothing, therefore, is even more dangerous than the wolf in sheep's clothing.

While we might be tempted to blame our priests for the dwindling faith in society, we must also 
recognize that greater powers are in play along with our own weaknesses. Still, there is hope, 
for we still have many good priests. We should also note that despite all the efforts within and 
without to attack and destroy it, the church Christ built upon Peter still stands, but the battle 
rages and the times are still dire. As we are told in Ephesians 6:11, if we are to be prepared to 
stand firm against the tactics of the devil, we must put on the armor of God. 

We also pointed out that while Pope Benedict XV levied responsibility upon our shepherds, we 
must not neglect our part. We must recognize that priests are but men and, therefore, are subject 
to the same temptations as any other sinner. We must also note that because of their position as 
shepherds, our priests are a greater target for the evil one. We must be wary of the wolf in 
shepherd's clothing, for they are in a much greater position to destroy trust. If we know our 
faith, we will also recognize the difference between the voice of the true shepherd and of the 
wolf in shepherd's clothing. (cf John 10:1-5)

(John 10:1-5)
1 “Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but 
climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 2 But whoever enters through the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his 
voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has driven out 
all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize 
his voice. 5 But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because 
they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 6 Although Jesus used this figure of 
speech, they did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 

I also mentioned that we must pray for our priests and we must endeavor to assist them in 
maintaining the environment of the parish and the just values of the faithful. If we are to do so 
effectively, again, we must learn our faith so we may live our faith and encourage one another 
as we share the blessings of faith. If we are ignorant of what God asks of us and the means by 
which we worship and fulfill His commandments, then, we open the door to the one who would 
deceive us. 

In this endeavor, we must not be naive, the evil one is tireless and patient enough to work across
the generations. We must protect our children by not only teaching them as Moses advised those
to whom he gave the commandments of God (cf. Deuteronomy 11:19), but by also engaging our
children as they learn and grow. Let us not simply drop them off at the door, but encourage them
as we lead them in and provide them with the example which we seek for them to follow.
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To protect ourselves, we must also endeavor to recognize the tactics of the wolves, which we 
will begin to discuss today. This can be a very difficult endeavor, because once we are aware 
that the wolves may be among us in the clothing of shepherds and sheep, the temptation for us 
is distrust. This can play into the hands of the evil one if we are not careful, because distrust can
just as easily cloud our discernment.

Last time, I mentioned that in the documentary, “A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing,” there were 
concerning statements made by a woman named Dr. Bella Dodd. In 1917, the same year as the 
apparitions of our Blessed Mother at Fatima and the rise to power of the Communist Bolsheviks
in Russia, Bella Dodd entered high school, which put her on a path to becoming a teacher and a 
lawyer. She would eventually become the head of the New York State Teacher's Union as well 
as a high ranking official in the Communist Party of the USA. This path was set for her largely 
as a result of circumstances which allowed her to drift away from her Catholic heritage. She 
was to later return to the Catholic Church under the wing of then, Bishop Fulton Sheen in 1952. 
(Phillips)

Some of the quotes attributed to Dr. Dodd include:

"In the late 1920's and 1930's, directives were sent from Moscow to all Communist Party
organizations. In order to destroy the Catholic Church from within, party members were 
to be planted in seminaries and within diocesan organizations...” (Westerman)

“I, myself, put some 1,200 men in Catholic seminaries...” (Westerman)

"In the 1930s we put eleven hundred men into the priesthood in order to destroy the 
Church from within. The idea was for these men to be ordained, and then climb the 
ladder of influence and authority as Monsignors and Bishops” (Wikipedia)

I also mentioned a book, titled, Disinformation by LTG Ion Pacepa, which outlines how his 
Romanian intelligence organization supported the KGB with the infiltration of the Vatican 
through an operation called “Seat 12,” where priests were co-opted by LTG Pacepa's 
organization to gather information from within the Vatican to be used to frame Pope Pius XII as 
“Hitler's Pope.” (Pacepa, 116-118)

(Question 1: These are examples of infiltration, where agents (wolves, if you will), are placed 
and hidden within an organization from which to gain positions of trust and influence. Why do 
we think there would be such an effort to place young men in the seminaries? Wouldn't their 
values reveal them and wouldn't they be rooted out by their teachers?)

As we began the series, “By Their Fruits You Shall Know Them,” my main references were the 
documentary, “Wolf's In Sheep's Clothing,” the book Disinformation, my personal experiences 
during the Cold War, and various accounts of the apparitions of Fatima where Our Lady warned
us that if her instructions were not followed, Russia would spread her errors to the world.

Since that time, a book happened to fall into my lap that was recently placed by a fellow 
parishioner on a book shelf we use to share literature within our parish. I picked this book up on
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25 Aug 2018, just before our first show of this series, which aired on 30 Aug 2018. I did not 
have occasion to begin reading the book until last Thursday, 13 Sep 2018.  

The title of the book is Liberalism is a Sin. It was originally published with that title, but in 
1899, it was published under the title, What is Liberalism? As I began to read the book, I was 
not so much struck by the warnings of the author, Father Don Felix Sarda Y Salvany, for I was 
already familiar with the tactics of which he warned. I recognized them from my earliest days in
the military during the Cold War. What struck me was the time period in which he wrote the 
book, which was only two years after the vision of Pope Leo XIII in 1884. Additionally, he 
made many references to the encyclical of Pope Pius IX, Syllabus of Errors, issued on 8 Dec 
1864.

Father Salvany originally published his work in Spanish under the title, El Liberisimo Pecado, 
(Liberalism is a Sin). On  26 Jun 1899, it received the Nihil obstat and an Imprimatur on 
30 Jun 1899. The first chapter of the book begins with this statement:

Physical science tells us that floating through the atmosphere are innumerable disease 
germs seeking a suitable nidus [nest or point of infection] to settle and propagate; that 
we are constantly breathing these germs into the lungs; if the system be depleted or 
weakened the dangerous microbe takes up its abode with us, and, propagating its own 
kind with astonishing rapidity, undermines and ravages our health. The only safe guard 
against the encroachments of this insidious enemy, which we cannot escape, is a 
vigorous and healthy body with adequate powers of resistance to repel the invader. It is 
equally true that we are subject to like infectious attacks in the spiritual order. Swarming
in the atmosphere of our spiritual lives are innumerable deadly germs ever ready to 
fasten upon the depleted and weakened soul, and, propagating its leprous contagion 
through every faculty, destroy the spiritual life. Against the menace of this ever-
threatening danger, whose advances we cannot avoid in our present circumstances, the 
ever-healthy soul alone can be prepared. To escape the contagion the power of resistance
must be equal to the emergencies of the attack, and that power will be in proportion to 
our spiritual health. To be prepared is to be armed; but to be prepared is not sufficient; 
we must possess the interior strength to throw off the germ. There must be no condition 
in the soul to make a suitable nidus for an enemy so insidious and so efficacious as to 
need only the slightest point of contact whence to spread its deadly contagion.
(Salvany, 9-10)

Father Salvany concludes the chapter with this observation:

Out of these un-Catholic and anti-Catholic conditions, thus predominating amongst us, 
springs this monster of our times, Liberalism. (Salvany, 16)

(Question 2: Of course, Liberalism is not the only political contagion which threatens the 
followers of Christ, but it is one form with which we have a significant history and continues to 
attack the Catholic Church, both from without and within. In this grand time of human 
knowledge, why would we want to consider the words of those in 1884? Haven't we advanced 
in knowledge since then?) 
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(Question 3: Let's take a look at Father Slavany's analogy. What does it reveal to us about 
infiltrations of church hierarchy, not just our clergy, but all segments?)

Father Salvany also makes this observation:

That we may know our danger we must appreciate the possible shapes in which it may 
come. Here is just the difficulty; the uniform of the enemy is so various, changeable, 
sometimes even of our own colors, that if we rely upon the outward semblance alone we 
shall be more often deceived than certain of his identity. But before laying down any test
by which we may distinguish friend from foe in a warfare so subtly fought within the 
precincts of our own souls, let us first reconnoiter the respective positions of either 
camp, and to best do this, we will consider the origin and sources of the danger which 
surrounds us, for we may be asked : Where is this foe described as so intangible as 
scarcely to be apprehended by ordinary mortals? Or it may be urged : Is the danger as 
proximate, as frequent, and fearful as you allege? Whence is it anyhow? Point it out! If 
we know from what direction the enemy comes, we may better appreciate the peril. 
(Salvany, 11)

(Question 4: As Father Salvany warns of the enemy, he states, “Here is the difficulty...” What 
does he mean by that? Why would identifying an enemy among us be difficult? What is the 
danger we face when we suspect there is a wolf hidden within the flock?)

Of course, the suspicion of the enemy hiding within our midst is likely to raise a level of 
distrust. This series is not designed to turn the laity into sleuths who may root out the wolves, 
rather, it is designed to raise awareness such that we may recognize situations which do not 
seem quite right. We must also guard against sowing distrust in that the reaction may harm the 
innocent, hence, part of the difficulty we face. As a reminder, we should remember the counsel 
we are given in 1 Peter 3:13-17, which reads:

(1 Peter 3:13-17)
13 Now who is going to harm you if you are enthusiastic for what is good? 14 But even 
if you should suffer because of righteousness, blessed are you. Do not be afraid or 
terrified with fear of them, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. Always be 
ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, 16 but 
do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so that, when you 
are maligned, those who defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to 
shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of God, than for 
doing evil. 

(Question 5: When we read the words,  “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who
asks you for a reason for your hope...,” we must recognize our hope comes from the tenants of 
our faith, therefore, we are best armed as we learn the fullness of our faith. What is the 
importance of the next two phrases of the sentence, “... but do it with gentleness and reverence, 
keeping your conscience clear?”)

About the same time I started reading the book Disinformation, another book fell into my lap 
called, AA-1025 The Memoirs of an Anti-Apostle. The former outlined the strategies and tactics
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of disinformation as employed by the Soviet Union while the latter described the methods of a 
wolf in shepherd's clothing. The second book is somewhat difficult for me, in that while it 
purports to be the memoirs found within a briefcase of an accident victim who, according to the 
memoirs, was a Soviet agent, there is some question as to whether it is simply a dramatization 
or a true story. The publisher notes, “Even if this book were pure fabrication from beginning to 
end, nonetheless, what it claims to prognosticate has actually come true-unerringly so!” (Carrie,
viii)

I began reading this book on 1 Sep 2018, just after we started this series on 30 Aug 2018. Two 
weeks later, I started reading, Liberalism is a Sin. What surprised me was the similarities I 
found within the three books,  Disinformation,  AA-1025 The Memoirs of an Anti-Apostle, and 
Liberalism is a Sin. Despite their disparities in the time frames in which they were written, the 
books appeared to corroborate one another.

The book,  AA-1025 The Memoirs of an Anti-Apostle, is purported to contain the memoirs of a 
young Russian who was adopted in Poland and recruited by the Soviets to become a Catholic 
priest. From this position of infiltration, he schemed a variety of ways to weaken the church 
from within. In these memoirs, the agent wrote:

It seemed to me that the cassock spoke a mute but oh so eloquent language! All the 
cassocks were saying, to believers as well as to indifferent people, that the man thus 
veiled had given himself to an invisible God whom he pretended was all-powerful. 

When I was myself obliged to put on this ridiculous robe, I promised myself two things: 
first, to understand why and how priestly vocations came to young boys, and secondly, 
to inculcate in all those who wore it the pious desire to take it off, in order better to 
influence the indifferent and our enemies. 

I had promised myself to give this purpose all the appearances of great zeal. For me this 
is relatively easy. I had more difficulty in understanding the birth of a vocation in young 
boys. This birth was so simple that I could hardly believe it to be true. But, it does seem 
true that when young boys, between 4 and 10 years old, know a sympathetic priest, they 
have a desire to imitate him. And then and there I understood my hatred for the cassock 
because those young boys would not have felt the real or imaginary power of the priest 
if he did not signalize himself by a life different from that of others. 

(Question 6: As I read this, it appeared to be an example of what I call, “values grooming.” 
Who do you think the target of this tactic, “values grooming,” might be?)

In Chapter 15 of his book, Disinformation, LTG Pacepa wrote:

“In the 1950s and 1960, most Latin Americans were poor, religious peasants who had 
accepted the status quo, and Khrushchev was confident they could be converted to 
communism through the judicious manipulation of religion. In 1968, the KGB was able 
to maneuver a group of leftist South American bishops into holding a conference in 
Medellin, Colombia. At the KGB's request, my DIE provided logistical assistance to the 
organizers. The official task of the conference was to help eliminate poverty in Latin 
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America. Its undeclared goal was to legitimize a KGB-created religious movement 
dubbed “liberation theology,” the secret task of which was to incite Latin America's poor
to rebel against the “institutionalized violence of poverty” generated by the United 
States.” (Pacepa, 106)

LTG Pacepa continues later:

“Pope John Paul II, who had experienced communist treachery first-hand, denounced 
liberation theology at the January 1979 Conference of the Roman Catholic Bishops of 
South America (CELAM), held in Pueblo, Mexico: 'This conception of Christ as a 
political figure, a revolutionary, as the subversive of Nazareth, does not tally with the 
Church's catechism.' Within four hours, a twenty-page rebuttal of the pope's speech 
carpeted the floor of the Conference. Cardinal Lopez Trujillo, the Conference's 
organizer, explained that the rebuttal was the product of “some 80 Marxist liberationists 
from outside the Bishops' Conference.' I recall that the Romanian DIE [the Romanian 
Intelligence Agency] had earlier been congratulated by the KGB for having provided 
logistical support for such liberationists.” (Pacepa, 107)

(Question 7: Liberation Theology is perhaps one of the grandest examples of what I call, 
“values grooming.” From what I just read from LTG Pacepa's book, how might we observe 
“values grooming” as a means of disrupting and subsequently destroying an institution like the 
Catholic Church? How might this be an example of Russia spreading its errors to the world? 
What danger does it present to the laity?)

Quotes:

Most, however, to be feared is not he who openly boasts his Liberalism, but who eschews the 
name and, vehemently denying it, is yet steeped to the lips in it and continually speaks and acts 
under its inspiration. And if such a man be a Catholic by profession all the more dangerous is he
to the faith of others, for he is the hidden enemy sowing tares amidst the wheat.
– Father Don Felix Sarda Y Salvany (1864)

The first condition of charity is not to violate the truth, and charity can not be the snare to 
surprise faith into the support of error.
– Father Don Felix Sarda Y Salvany (1864)

Senator FERGUSON. You mentioned that you think there were about 1,500 Communist 
teachers in the United States. Now, we have thousands of teachers. What influence could 1,500 
teachers have among the many thousands? 

Mrs. DODD. As a matter of fact, you have over a million teachers in America, and, by and 
large, your schools are not manned by Communists. The Communist influence is important only
where it is strategically placed, and no Communist is ever satisfied with remaining in a position 
of inferiority. He seeks a strategic position. If you had Communists in these schools of 
education, that is a very strategic position because not only are they affecting the philosophy of 
education but they are also teaching other teachers, who, in turn, are teaching the pupils. If you 
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have one Communist teacher in the school of education, and he teaches, let's say, 300 teachers, 
who then go out all over the United States, that is a strategic position. 
– Dr. Bella Dodd during testimony to the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 8 Sep 1952

Final Thoughts:

As I mentioned earlier, the purpose of this series is not to sow distrust of our clergy or others 
within the hierarchy of the church, for we are blessed with many good shepherds and we must 
endeavor to enable and follow them. Indeed, Satan loves witch hunts, for it is often the innocent
who suffer in such environments. The purpose of this series is not to prepare us to sleuth out the
wolves, rather, to raise awareness of the hidden threats we face and the means of defense for our
church and our collective souls, which is understanding what God asks of us. 

If we are to recognize deception, we must first be capable of recognizing God's truth. We must 
also remember that the most effective forms of deception are those which are wrapped in 
blankets of truth. 

Next time, we will begin to discuss the tactics of disinformation and framing as they were and 
continue to be used against the Catholic Church. Dealing with such deceptions is no easy task, 
especially when they are rooted in a political environment where divisions are sown. If we 
endeavor to know our faith, if we endeavor to discern truth, if we are committed to doing what 
God asks of us, then, we must trust the Holy Spirit will guide us in defense of the church which 
we must remember, Jesus promised that the gates of the netherworld would not prevail against 
it. (Matthew 16:18)

Wrap Up: Well, our time has come to an end. We hope you will be able to join us next week as we 
continue our discussion concerning the tactics of the wolves.

Let us conclude with a prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity to open and 
discuss Your Holy Word. We pray that as we go our separate ways, You will continue to walk 
with us and help us to see how we may put on the armor of truth, righteousness, peace, faith, 
salvation, and the Word of the gospel not only for the benefit of our lives, but also the lives of 
all who cross our path. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.

Thank you all and God bless.

Next Session: By Their Fruits You Shall Know Them – Part V: The Tactics of the Wolves – 
Disinformation and Framing
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