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Introduction

[Greeting:] → Welcome to “The Armor of Faith,” a show where we hope to bring our listeners closer to
the Word of God and the blessings we receive through living in the fullness of  the Catholic faith. My 
name is Doug and I will be your host as we discuss the blessings of the Church Christ built upon Peter.

I am joined today by my panel: [names] 

Helen is a lay-Dominican, which is also known as the Order of Preachers, and she, along with her 
husband Dan, are engaged in youth catechesis and music ministry at Saint Philip Benizi Catholic 
Mission in Cedaredge, Colorado. Sharon is our token cradle Catholic, and, as everyone by now knows, 
I am simply here to ask questions because if there was no one to ask the questions, how could our panel
answer them? See, I have already started asking questions, but first, we must welcome our panelists as 
well as our listeners.

Let us open with a prayer:

Heavenly Father, we lift up our hearts in thanks and praise for this opportunity to open and 
share your Holy Word this day. We pray that You are with us and all our listeners as we share 
with one another the blessings of faith. We pray You will grant us wisdom and understanding as 
we seek to learn Your Holy Truth. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit we pray.

Discussion: 

Last time, I mentioned that those who do not know their faith leave themselves vulnerable to the
one who would take it from them. I pointed out that the emmisaries of the evil one are not 
always easy to recognize, because they do not always approach us with a menacing posture. 
They often use deception to gain our trust, to put us off guard, and to encourage us to values and
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virtures contrary to what God asks of us. As we endeavor to be vigilant, we must recognize that 
the successful lie is often wrapped in elements of truth. 

Today, as we continue in our discussion of the forces working to sabatage our Catholic values 
and our church, it will be difficult to avoid political topics as there is no such thing as complete 
separation of church and state. It may sound like a desirable goal, but the reality is, both are 
called to care for the needs of the children of God's creation and both shall be held accountable 
by God despite what they may believe.

As I mentioned last time, the issue of our discussion is not whether liberals or conservatives are 
correct in their political ideologies, rather, the most important point for our consideration is 
whether we understand what God asks of us as we tend to His creation. In our efforts, it is not 
just a matter of identifying a problem. We may all agree there is a problem, but in looking for 
the solution, that which is right and just must be considered as we navigate the complete 
problem solving process and manage the consequences of solutions and actions. We must also 
recognize that the prowling wolves are not contained in just one person, organization, party, or 
institution. The wolf roams whever they may find their prey. 

If we are to do the work of God, we must do so within the structures of our society to include 
our political structures. If we are to do the work of God, we must also endeavor to understand 
what God asks of us. If we are to do the work of God, we must ask Him for the wisdom, 
courage, and strength to know what is right and just and how we may accomplish that which is 
right and just. To do the work of God, we must be vigilant so we may recognize the wolves and 
expose them so we may defend against them before they are able to do their damage.

Last time, we concluded our discussion with an email which caused me grave concern. The 
email reflected the thoughts of two Progressives, one of which is Catholic; John Podesta. The 
musing of undermining Catholic teaching concerning contraception and the sanctity of life was 
concerning enough, but the response was even more chilling. 

Subject: Re: opening for a Catholic Spring? just musing . . .

On 2/10/12, Sandy Newman <sandynewman@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi, John,

This whole controversy with the bishops opposing contraceptive coverage
even though 98% of Catholic women (and their conjugal partners) have 
used contraception has me thinking . . .  There needs to be a Catholic 
Spring, in which Catholics themselves demand the end of a middle ages 
dictatorship and the beginning of a little democracy and respect for 
gender equality in the Catholic church. Is contraceptive coverage an 
issue around which that could happen.  The Bishops will undoubtedly 
continue the fight.  Does the Catholic Hospital Association support of 
the Administration's new policy, together with "the 98%" create an 
opportunity?

Of course, this idea may just reveal my total lack of understanding of 
the Catholic church, the economic power it can bring to bear against 
nuns and priests who count on it for their maintenance, etc. Even if 
the idea isn't crazy, I don't qualify to be involved and I have not 
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thought at all about how one would "plant the seeds of the revolution,"
or who would plant them. Just wondering . . .

Hoping you're well, and getting to focus your time in the ways you 
want.

Sandy

Sandy Newman, President
Voices for Progress
202.669.8754
voicesforprogress.org
From: John Podesta <john.podesta@gmail.com>
To: Sandy Newman <sandynewman@gmail.com>
CC: Tara McGuinness <tara.mcguinness@gmail.com>
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

We created Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good to organize for a
moment like this. But I think it lacks the leadership to do so now.
Likewise Catholics United. Like most Spring movements, I think this
one will have to be bottom up. I'll discuss with Tara.  Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend is the other person to consult.

As I mentioned last time, I had read this email to a group with whom I had watched the 
documentary, “A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing.” After sharing the email with the group, I expressed 
my concern that there were political organizations discussing strategy by which to “plant the 
seeds of the revolution;” a revolution with the objective where “Catholics themselves demand 
the end of a middle ages dictatorship.”  

Our values are rooted in what God asks of us, but the average person is heavely influenced by 
the media and the daily politics they encounter. If we are unaware of the context of history, as 
well as the context of proposed political solutions, the fact that these are “Progressive” 
organizations, on the surface, will provide us with little warning to question motives.

As I sat back down after making my comments, I made a note to myself that I needed to 
research the background of Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good (CACG) as well as 
their mission. 

(Question 1: There are literally tons of non-profit organizations designed to promote tenants of 
the Catholic faith. How can I go about investigating the background and motives of an 
organization?)

Of course, the first thing I did when I had the opportunity was to drop, “Catholics in Alliance 
for the Common Good,” into a search engine and pull up their web-site. What struck me were 
the articles and press releases which seemed more political than Catholic. It was clear they 
promoted liberal causes and villianized those with conservative views. I was to later note, after 
the 2016 election was over, their web-site disappeared. 

They do have a Facebook page and some of the reviews are quite interesting. One reviewer 
stated, “Please do not let the title using our 'Catholic' faith fool you! This is a George Soros 
group that does not follow the teachings of Catholic Church,” to which someone responded, 
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“Wow!! Hatred of CACG and progressives is really startling, many of whom are Pro Life. I 
really wish Christians of all stripes would really take a look at the thought boxes they are in. 
How unfortunate, as the planet goes into its death throws, there is so much hatred.”

Another person commented in their review, “Propaganda organization under false pretenses of 
Christian Catholic group.”

(Question 2: Many of the recent posts on the CACG Facebook page are related to immigration 
reform, LGBTQ and same sex marriage, and the sex abuse by priests scandal. Initial readings 
tug at Catholic heart strings and use quotes from Pope Francis to give credibility to political 
perspecitves, but after awhile, one can note language that appears as if it is directly out of the 
“Progressive” style book and standard talking points. Reading the comments in response to 
postings can be quite revealing as to values of CACG supporters and detractors. How is it that 
some Catholics recognize the rehtoric in opposition to Catholic teaching which may be found 
on the page while others appear to be in direct support?)

Before it was taken down, I had the opportunity to browse the web-site for Catholics in Alliance
for the Common Good. After the Podesta emails, several press releases appeared on the site 
which endeavored to distance CACG from the emails. They struck me as taking the position of, 
“Don't pay attention to what you read in the emails, because it is absurd.”

In defense of CACG, the Executive Director, Christopher Hale, would often point out that 
CACG was pro-life as proof of their Catholic credentials. What I found interesting about their 
web-site, though, was the lack of any articles or media concerning the santity of life. As best as 
I could tell from their now defunct web-site, and now their Facebook page, is that they put on 
the “pro-life” label whenever they are challenged concerning the Progressive values they 
espouse.

(Question 3: The point of sheep's clothing is to appear to be a member of the flock. In what 
ways can we look under the clothing of the sheep?)

As I researched Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good, articles surfaced indicating 
funding by George Soros who is a billionaire characterized as a “well-known supporter of 
American progressive and American liberal political causes.” (Wikipedia)

In a leaked 2009 memo of the Open Society Foundations, a Soros organization, CACG was 
recognized for its ability to reframe issues and subsequently reduce resistance to Soros 
objectives. The memo stated:

“CACG has helped to transform Catholic values in the mainstream media and in the 
public discourse on religion and politics, thereby thwarting previously successful 
attempts by the conservative movement to use religious faith for partisan advantage,” 
(Jones) 

The reference to “conservative” views is basically a reference to church teachings on the 
sanctity of life, sexuality, and marriage. The Soros organization observed that CACG was able 
to reframe the abortion issue in terms of the poor; that fighting poverty reduced abortions. In 
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other words, vote for the pro-choice candidate because their anti-poverty stance will reduce 
abortions. Just don't pay attention to the fact that that they advocate for abortion on demand. 

In an effort to distance CACG from the taint of Soros funding, Hale responded, “I think that it’s 
important to distinguish the work of organizations from those who funded it or used to fund it,” 
he added. “No organization funders agree 100 percent with its activity.”  (Jones)

(Question 4: We don't always know who puts money in the collection plate or their sins. Does it
matter from whom organizations receive their funding? Does it determine an organization's 
values?)

As one reviewer of the CACG Facebook pointed out, don't let Catholic in the name fool you. 
We might look to another example, Catholics for Choice. According to their web-site, 
“Catholics for Choice (CFC) was founded in 1973 to serve as a voice for Catholics who believe 
that the Catholic tradition supports a woman’s moral and legal right to follow her conscience in 
matters of sexuality and reproductive health.” 

Of course, we know the term, “reproductive health,” is simply a euphamism for abortion on 
demand. We also know that there is no Catholic teaching which supports a woman's “moral 
right” to abortion. We also know that the abortion decision is not always what the woman 
wants, but what she feels pressured into. In other words, the abortion decision is not between a 
woman and her doctor, but is manytimes imposed by the father, family, friends, or the 
perceptions of societal expectations. What we do know is that abortion ends the life of a child 
and those who advocate “choice” do not advocate for the “choice” of the child. 

(Question 5: On the surface, it appears that Catholics for Choice are rather poorly disguised 
wolves because it is clear they advocate in opposition to the sanctity of life. Can we ignore such
organizations because they are so easy to identify as in opposition to Catholic teaching? In what
ways should we be concerned about them as wolves in sheep's clothing?)

Of course, as we review the political arena, some are tempted to point out the relationship of the
Democratic Party to candidates promoting Progressive issues. I should point out that there are 
Progressive Republicans as well, so it is not just a matter of political party or candidate. 
Progressive Republicans have their own Facebook page. They also have a web-site, 
http://progressiverepublicans.org/, but it does not seem to be active at the moment.

(Question 6: Our values, and therefore our political values, are part of who we are. If we are 
Catholic, does that determine our political party?)

(Question 7: Of course, we have spent considerable time in relation to Progressive 
organizations, especially after the boast of Alexander Trachtenburg as to the use of lables made 
loveable, such as “Progressive” and “Liberal” by which to assume power, but, in fairness, they 
are not the only wolves over which we might be concerned. Where else need we be concerned 
for those who might endeavor to deceive us away from what God asks of us?)
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Quotes:

There needs to be a Catholic Spring, in which Catholics themselves demand the end of a middle
ages dictatorship and the beginning of a little democracy and respect for gender equality in the 
Catholic church.
– Sandy Newman, President, Voices for Progress (email to John Podesta, 10 Feb 2012)

We created Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good to organize for a moment like this.
– John Podesta, Director, Center for American Progress, (email reply to Sandy Newman)

“There are not one hundred people in the United States who hate The Catholic Church, but there
are millions who hate what they wrongly perceive the Catholic Church to be.” 
– Archbishop Fultion J. Sheen

Final Thoughts:

Our discussion today was focused mainly on political organizations and the politics arrayed 
against the teachings of the Catholic Church. We noted that just because Catholic is in the name 
of an organization, it does not mean they properly reflect Catholic Church teaching and 
traditional values of what we believe God asks of us. A variety of organizations exist to confuse 
our understanding for political objectives or distract us from what we should endeavor to 
defend.  

The same can also be said for publications which may contain truthful elements of the Catholic 
faith, but then, reframe the discussion in ways designed to prevent or at least lessen opposition 
to political solutions which may appear noble on the surface, but carry harmful consequences.

Our best defense, as we face those who endeavor to manipulate us, is to know our faith. If we 
find ourselves questioning what is truly right and just, then, let us pray that God will lead our 
discernment.

Wrap Up: Well, our time has come to an end. We hope you will be able to join us next time as we 
continue our discussion of those who would lead us astray.

Let us conclude with a prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity to open and 
discuss Your Holy Word. We pray that as we go our separate ways, You will continue to walk 
with us and help us to see how we may put on the armor of truth, righteousness, peace, faith, 
salvation, and the Word of the gospel not only for the benefit of our lives, but also the lives of 
all who cross our path. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.

Thank you all and God bless.

Next Session: By Their Fruits You Shall Know Them – Part III
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