
Barbara Powers-Harris 

INTRO: Life-long teacher. Barb sees teaching as sharing what she knows, understands & values. 
Thus, everyone can be a student, and everyone a teacher. 
 
Special projects include:  

● writing "The Promise: the Moving Story of a Family in the Holocaust" for Penguin 
Books UK and survivor and humanitarian, Eva Schloss 

● creating and exhibiting "Heaven's Gate," a portrait tribute to children in the Holocaust  
● creating and exhibiting "Heaven's Rosarium" a 15 ft. rosary composed of miniature 

portraits of Our Blessed Mother and miniature poems called lanturnes, based on Marian 
prayers: Hail Mary, the Memorare, Hail Holy Queen and Regina Coeli 

● assembling "A New and Glorious Morn," with her daughter, Clara (vocalist) and son, 
Neal (producer). “We were excited to create a video montage of portraits, prayers and 
music for Mary that can be shared easily!” 

Barb’s current ministry involves outreach to Catholics around the globe - sharing her personal 
story and tribute to Our Blessed Mother so that others might be strengthened, comforted, and 
uplifted on their journey of Faith 

Faith Journey/Encounters with the Lord 
 

- BACKGROUND 
o 2nd of 11 children  - German Catholic family - grew up in OH and NJ 
o married to a man of spirit - working as a Cloud Computing Business Analyst 
o mother of 4 sons and 1 daughter, and Grami to 3 grandchildren - All innovative 

thinkers and explorers, who also love learning and sharing what they learn. 
 

- EARLY FAITH EXPERIENCE -  
o Uncle/Father Gordon OFM occasionally said Mass on the living room coffee 

table; the liturgy like a meal, the prayers/sermon like a conversation 
o Parents led the Prayer of St. Francis every day; this became our norm, the way we 

lived - “where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt faith…” 
o Ursuline Sisters at Villa Angela HS for girls and the Jesuits at John Carroll 

University encouraged students to ask questions and ponder our faith and our 
vocation - to realize that all Catholics have a voice and a role in the Church. 
  

- FATIH TURNING POINT - actually “leap of faith” - faith didn’t change - grew!  
1986 - my 3rd son, Bobby, was taken to Heaven after a sudden, severe, unexplained 
respiratory illness. He was 21 months old. Two months later Dad joined him. 

o My prayers became bigger than words 
o The magnitude of my grief reflected the magnitude of my love 
o While I grieved for the chance to see, hear, touch my son (tangibles)  

Intangibles became more real - our togetherness in spirit forever 
o I found comfort in unexpected places, hope in unimaginable occurrences. 

Does God send signs - miracles - a bridge to Heaven? 

https://vimeo.com/304283975


▪ My 5-year-old son said, “Why don’t they just bury us with him?”  
Then “God holds everything with 1 finger, but Jesus uses 2 hands!”  

▪ My daughter, born the year after Bobby left, sang more than she talked 
and learned piano naturally, every day uplifting us with the joy of music. 

▪ I decided to focus my prayer and life on “thankfulness.”  
Months later my youngest son was born on Thanksgiving day.  

o I began to appreciate the realm of mystery. 
God’s ways are far greater than ours.  

o When my suffering takes center-stage and I struggle with the way my life appears, 
my husband says “make the picture bigger” - then I look forward not backward.  
God’s promises to restore all that is lost, to provide all that is needed to fulfill 
our purpose in the world, to prepare a place for us in His Kingdom.  
 

- FAITH “SURRENDER” - in helplessness, I began handing everything over to God 
2008 - my 2nd son, Gordie, joined Bobby in Heaven. Age 25 and studying out of state, a 
hereditary illness became critical. Although I prayed daily and fervently for the wisdom 
and knowledge to care for my children, I received no forewarning.  

o My loved ones and I are completely in God’s hands. 
o Life has no value except through Him. Our time in the world is fleeting. 
o I said many rosaries and the Memorare when I needed reassurance 

“never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your 
help or sought your intercession was left unaided.” 

o My prayer journey led to a great love and appreciation for Our Blessed Mother 
Mary is Lady of Mercy, Queen of Peace, Comforter of the Afflicted 

 
Mission/goal/vocation 
 

- MISSION: the Prayer of St. Francis, “it is in giving that we receive…” 
o My parents simply lived their faith day to day. Through chronic illness, financial 

burden, countless trials, they willingly sacrificed, prayed and always gave thanks!  
 

- GOAL: “What does God want me to accomplish?” 
o Continue family traditions, stories, love. Married 1978. 5 children born in 1980s. 
o Education roles - help others discover and develop their talents and abilities.  

 
- VOCATION: What is God calling me to do - day by day, moment by moment?  

o I asked this question in light of my life experiences. When Bobby and Gordie 
were taken to Heaven, I never asked “why me?” or “Why my sons?” 
Suffering is a universal condition of humanity. Throughout history, many 
people’s lives were seemingly cut short. I saw my own life as a gift that should be 
shared. 

o Mary answered God’s call, saying “Yes” when yes didn’t make sense. She 
bore many sorrows, yet she kept choosing love in the face of danger, fear, 
suffering, injustice. She showed me a love that is stronger than death. 

o I believed I was being called to work on a tribute to Our Blessed Mother Mary.  



I began rendering portraits of Our Blessed Mother with colored pencils on 
wooden discs 1½” in diameter. It took about 3 hrs. to complete one. My goal was 
to find Mary in the wood, while reflecting on the words of our Catholic prayers.  
Hail Mary, Memorare, Hail Holy Queen, Regina Coeli - personal meaning. 

o Focusing on many faces of Our Blessed Mother reminded me of the many 
ways God blesses mothers with the capacity to love.  
I became aware of how my love for Bobby and Gordie in Heaven continues, even 
if they didn’t get to grow into adulthood. I didn’t lose them. I still have 5 children.  
When I keep my spirit in the lead, we’re together with loved ones everywhere 

o When I follow God’s call, the work and blessings flow like a river! 
In 2016 I created “Heaven’s Rosarium, ”a 15’ rosary with 53 beads/portraits and 
53 poems about our Marian prayers.  
In 2017 my son, Neal, helped me produce “A New and Glorious Morn” - a video 
montage that would be easy to share. My daughter Clara sang “O Holy Night” 
celebrating Our Blessed Mother’s love through the birth of Our Savior.  
 

Evangelization - why it is important 
 
Our strength is in our togetherness - with those in the world & everyone in Heaven.  

- People said I was strong. Not true! In a heartbeat I’d choose to have my sons beside me. 
We need one another - to reassure, pray, laugh, cry, uplift, to love and be loved 

- World cluttered with info that can desensitize the spirit, distractions and choices that can 
rob us of precious time for what matters most - loving one another. 

 
Evangelization - journeying together - sharing faith, hope and love 
 
“HEAVEN’S ROSARIUM” exhibit in churches and schools 

- “When I look at those beautiful faces of Mary, I want to sing with deep and heartfelt 
gratitude: Gentle woman, kindest soul! So obedient and strong for all!” – RCIA Leader  

- “... I was able to think of and relate to the human Mary.” – Rosary Altar Society Pres  
- “I shared with students. They were strengthened. The more I share, the more strengthened 

I become.” Chair of Philosophy, Veritas Catholic Univ, Abuja, Nigeria 
- "I felt like I was with Mary." – 2nd grader 
- "They remind me of the beauty of Heaven. God was there." - 4th grader  
- "Mary is now a big inspiration to me." - Teen 
- "I got to see her not just as the Mother of Jesus, but the Mother of all of us." - Teen 
- "I thought of when I feel sad, how Mary will hear me pray." - Teen 
- "I felt special because I can get called to be one of God's helpers." - Teen 
- "This created in me a feeling of love!" - Teen 

 
A NEW AND GLORIOUS MORN - 5min. video montage - for you to reflect and share! 

 
Final Thoughts 

- Thanks! Joy! blessing to share - no gift too small! Witness fruits of vocation, sorrows, 
love for my children and family, Our Blessed Mother Mary, Our Lord and Savior. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVm17yVmGok

