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Introduction

[Greeting:] → Welcome to “The Armor of Faith,” a show where we hope to bring our listeners closer to
the Word of God and the blessings we receive through living in the fullness of  the Catholic faith. My 
name is Doug and I will be your host as we discuss the blessings of the Church Christ built upon Peter.

I am joined today by my panel: [names] 

Helen is a lay-Dominican with a love for music ministry. The Dominicans, I always mention, are also 
known as the Order of Preachers. Sharon is still our only cradle Catholic on the team, and, as everyone 
knows by now, I am simply here to ask questions because I am on a journey of learning and questions 
help me to get answers. If there is something philosophical there, it escapes me. Anyway, to answer my 
questions, correct my pronunciation, and make sure I know which century I am talking about is why we
have our panelists, so welcome to our panelists as well as to our listeners.

We are also joined by special guest panelist, Donna Mae. Donna Mae is the artist who sculpted the 
statue of Our Lady of America which was carried at the 1993 World Youth Day at Denver, Colorado. 
While Donna Mae did not personally meet with Sister Mary Ephrem, she did converse with Sister via 
phone and mail as Donna Mae sculpted the statue and therefore, Donna Mae became part of the history 
associated with Our Lady of America.

Donna Mae, we are happy to have you back as a member of our panel.

Let us open with a prayer:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Heavenly Father, we lift up our hearts in thanks and praise for this opportunity to open and 
share your Holy Word this day. We pray that You are with us and all our listeners as we share 
with one another the blessings of faith. We pray You will grant us wisdom and understanding as 
we seek to learn Your Holy Truth. 
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Dear Lord, we also lift up the prayers in our prayer basket. You know what is written on each 
one and you know the hearts of those who offer their thanks and praise and their petitions for 
the blessings of Your great mercy.

We pray especially today for the child Rucker. We pray Your healing hand shall rest upon Him, 
as well as Your hand of comfort; that You will guide the hearts and hands of His care givers, and
that Your hand of comfort shall also rest upon all who love and care for him.

We also pray, dear Lord, for the healing of our nation; that You will help the people see through 
the wolves who roam in the clothing of sheep and tempt souls to ruin.

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.

If you would like to add your prayers to our prayer basket, send us an email at 
armoroffaithradio@gmail.com. Please include the word “prayer” in the subject line so that we 
will give it priority and capture it for our prayer basket. Just so you know, Sharon and I lift up 
our prayers with those in the Armor of Faith Radio prayer basket during our daily prayers.

If you haven't discovered, yet, you can listen to us on any device where you can connect to the 
Internet, including your smartphone. In addition to wcatradio.com/armoroffaith, we are 
available through a number of streaming services, such as iHeart Radio, Spreaker, iTunes, and 
CastBox, among others. Simply search for “Armor of Faith Radio” and select the episode you 
desire. We will be happy to keep you company wherever you are and wherever you are waiting.

We would also like to ask your assistance in evangelization. By sharing the URL for our show, 
you can help us spread knowledge of our faith. All you need to do is share the URL, 
wcatradio.com/armoroffaith via email or social media and tell family and friends as well. 
Several of the streaming services through which we are available on demand also have share 
options, so we invite you to join the evangelization and help us spread the good news of the 
Gospel and our faith in Jesus Christ. You can also help us by selecting the follow or subscribe 
option associated with the service through which you listen to our show.

Current Day Commentary:

Last time, I mentioned the Open Letter to the President of the United States written by 
Archbishop Vigano. In the past week, critics have started to respond and Archbishop Vigano 
wrote another letter, shortly thereafter, criticizing Vatican II. I'll get to the response of the critics 
next week, but as I mentioned last time, I wanted to comment on what I consider to be the most 
important element of the letter. Archbishop Vigano wrote:

It is necessary that the good, the children of light, come together and make their voices 
heard. What more effective way is there to do this, Mr. President, than by prayer, asking 
the Lord to protect you, the United States, and all of humanity from this enormous attack
of the Enemy? Before the power of prayer, the deceptions of the children of darkness 
will collapse, their plots will be revealed, their betrayal will be shown, their frightening 
power will end in nothing, brought to light and exposed for what it is: an infernal 
deception.
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Mr. President, my prayer is constantly turned to the beloved American nation, where I 
had the privilege and honor of being sent by Pope Benedict XVI as Apostolic Nuncio. In
this dramatic and decisive hour for all of humanity, I am praying for you and also for all 
those who are at your side in the government of the United States. I trust that the 
American people are united with me and you in prayer to Almighty God.

No matter our political view, Archbishop Vigano is correct, we must pray. The question is, for 
what shall we pray? There is so much for which we could ask the assistance of our Lord, but I 
would ask for consideration of the following:

➢ For the protection of our good shepherds as well as an increase in their numbers
➢ For leaders who will do what is right and just and lead us in what is right and just
➢ For an increase in vocations
➢ For the protection of our unborn
➢ For the protection of the innocence of our children
➢ For the protection of families
➢ For the protection of marriages
➢ For the protection of the afflicted and vulnerable
➢ For clarity in understanding what God asks of us as individuals and as a nation
➢ For the grace of living and sharing the blessings of forgiveness, mercy, and love
➢ For the grace of living and sharing charitable lives
➢ For exposure of the wolves who roam in the clothing of sheep
➢ For the exposure of media deception; not just the lie, but those behind the lie
➢ That God will enable us to become truly one nation, under Him; with love, 

liberty, and justice for all

These are but a few suggestions, but again, we must seek our Lord's assistance if we hope to 
prevail over the darkness so we may live in the peace and harmony our Heavenly Father has 
always desired for us. We must also expect that as a result of our prayer, our Lord will ask us, 
“What will we do to help? How will we become part of the force of love and righteousness?” 

As we consider our daily prayers or respond to that question, “For what shall we pray,” let us 
consider the opportunity to pray for our Church, our nation, our communities, our families, our 
less fortunate, and one another. We must also listen for our Lord's light silent sound guiding us 
in how we may put the gifts and talents He has placed within our stewardship so that His will of
love may be done.

Why Catholics Do What We Do:

Spring – Part IX:

Welcome back to our Spring cleaning of the soul. Today we examine the eighth commandment.
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Exodus 20:16 reads:

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Deuteronomy 5:20

You shall not bear dishonest witness against your neighbor. 

Matthew 19:18 (in the words of Jesus)

…. you shall not bear false witness;

Today's traditional teaching is:

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

So, I guess today we look at bearing false witness. What does it mean to bear false witness? 
When asked, I thought it meant simply, telling a lie. Like all the other commandments, this 
commandment goes a bit deeper than we realize. So, here we go with some questions. Let us 
think about what bearing false witness really means.

➢ Have I lied?

➢ Have I told a lie in order to deceive someone for my personal benefit?

➢ Have I failed to make reparation for a lie I told, or for harm done to a person’s 
reputation? 

➢ Have I gossiped?

➢ Have I betrayed another through my talking?

➢ Have I spoken badly about others behind their backs?

➢ Have I committed libel? (this means intentionally writing lies about another 
person for the purpose of destroying his/her reputation)

➢ Have I been guilty of rash judgment? (this means assuming the worst of another 
person based only on partial evidence or one side of the story)

➢ Have I committed detraction? (this means destroying a person's reputation by 
telling others about his fault for no good moral reason)

➢ Have I committed slander? (this means telling lies about another person in order 
to destroy his/her reputation)
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➢ Have I knowingly deceived another in any way which harms them?

➢ Have I perjured myself under oath?

➢ Have I listened gleefully to bad news about my enemies?

➢ Have I kept secret what should be kept confidential?

➢ Have I honored my word to keep confidences given to me?

➢ Have I been sincere in my dealings with others?

➢ Have I been critical, negative or uncharitable in my thoughts of others?

➢ Have I failed to speak out in truth in defense of the Catholic Faith, the Church, or
of another person?

Here we have it. To not bear false witness means to not use our thoughts and voices for the 
purpose of intentionally or callously hurting or destroying others.

Have a blessed week All. Remember, you are loved dearly by God the Father, God the
Son, God the Holy Spirit and yes, by us as well.

If you would like to learn more about , we invite you to follow the links in the reference section 
of the topic summary for this show. You can obtain the topic summary by visiting 
https://wcatradio.com/armoroffaithstudyguides/ and look for episode 151.

Discussion: 

As we continue our discussion of Our Lady of America, we want to ensure we maintain 
visibility of Bishop Rhoades findings as well as the teaching of our faith and the warnings of the
signs of our times. It is important we not only consider the wisdom we find in scripture, but we 
must also examine what the threads of history reveal. This is no easy task.

Last time, we discussed that God works through the humble and the lowly. What greater means 
for us to witness the power of God, that:

  (1 Corinthians 1:27-29)
[God]“chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the 
world to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those 
who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are something, so that no human 
being might boast before God.”

As the faithful, we must study His Word and endeavor to become an example of His ways. He 
may not work through us as He has through Saints such as Faustina or Bernadette, or the 
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children Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco; but if we open ourselves to Him, He will work through 
us in ways which shall touch the hearts of those who cross our path. Let us, then, be an 
instrument of His peace and a heralder of His Truth.

As we continue with our discussion, I want to remind our listeners as to the current assessment 
of the ecclesiastical authority concerning Our Lady of America. According to the statement of 
Bishop Rhoades and associated bishops:

Thus, while it may be said that there is possibly an authenticity to Sister Neuzil’s 
subjective religious experience, we do not find evidence pointing to her experiences as 
being in the category of objective private revelation. Sister Neuzil herself describes her 
experience as “inner vision”, and we find that her experiences were of a type where her 
own imagination and intellect were involved in the formation of the events. It seems that
these were authentically graced moments, even perhaps of a spiritual quality beyond 
what most people experience, but subjective ones in which her own imagination and 
intellect were constitutively engaged, putting form to inner spiritual movements. 
However, we do not find evidence that these were objective visions and revelations of 
the type seen at Guadalupe, Fatima, and Lourdes.

The statement continues:

Based on these findings, Bishop Rhoades came to the conclusion that “the visions and 
revelations themselves cannot be said to be of supernatural origin in the sense of 
objective occurrences (non constat de supernaturalitate); thus further, I cannot approve 
or support public devotion or cult.”

The statement then qualifies with the following:

Given this history of prayers and religious articles being given approval by competent 
ecclesiastical authority, the use of such prayers religious articles may continue as a 
matter of private devotion, but not as a public devotion of the Church. Indeed, such 
private devotion would be consistent with the history of the United States of America 
being dedicated to Our Lady.

The statement then relates some of that history:

In his first pastoral letter of May 28, 1792, America’s first bishop, Bishop John Carroll 
of Baltimore, dedicated the United States to the Mother of Jesus and our Spiritual 
Mother. On May 5, 1846, the Sixth Provincial Council of the Church in America passed 
a resolution choosing Mary Immaculate as the Patroness of the United States of America
and making December 8th the national patronal feast. Subsequently, in 1847, the Sacred 
Congregation, Propaganda Fide [propagation of the faith], announced that “our Holy 
Father Pius IX most willingly confirmed the wishes of the Council that has selected the 
Blessed Virgin, conceived without sin, as the patroness of the Church in the   United 
States of America.” On November 20, 1959, the occasion of the dedication of the 
National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, the Bishops of the United States 
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consecrated     our nation to Mary Immaculate, in a renewal of the national Marian 
entrustments of Bishop Carroll (1792) and the Sixth Provincial Council (1846).

The statement subsequently concludes with the following instruction to the faithful:

While Our Lady of Guadalupe is recognized as the Patroness of North, Central, and 
South America, Our Lady is the specific Patroness of the United States of America under
her title as the Immaculate Virgin. As such, the faithful may indeed pray to Our Lady, the
Immaculate Virgin, as the Patroness of America. At the same time, such private devotion
should in no way imply approval or acceptance of purported revelations, visions, or 
locutions attributed to Sister Mary Ephrem (Mildred) Neuzil other than as her own 
subjective inner religious experiences.

We want to ensure our listeners are aware of the determination and instruction by the 
ecclesiastical authority, to which the faithful are obliged to follow, but there is always more to 
the story and that is found in the lives touched, for God speaks to us in many and various ways 
as we are told in Hebrews 1:1, which reads:

(Hebrews 1:1)
1 In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the 
prophets; 2 in these last days, he spoke to us through a son, whom he made heir of all 
things and through whom he created the universe,...

As we consider scripture such as this and the review of history within the Bishop's statement, 
we should recognize that devotions do not always rise out of a miracle or apparition. We must 
also consider that they may come to us through our learning, understanding, and our 
experiences. As we discern practices of devotion, for our devotion to be authentic, we must 
ensure that our devotion reflects the truth and wisdom of God and that our devotion is offered as
an expression of our love for the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Our first step in this 
direction is keeping His commandments, as Jesus tells us in John 14:15:

(John 14:15)
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

So, while we cannot present the experiences and writings of Sister Mary Ephrem as Our 
Blessed Mother speaking to us through Sister, we can still examine the content of the writings 
from the perspective of subjective inner religious experiences as they may reflect what is 
consistent with and brought to us through God's holy word. Our practice of devotion, therefore, 
must be based on the Truth brought to us through God's Holy Word and revealed to us through 
the Word made flesh. (cf. John 1:14)

(Question 1: As we mentioned at the beginning of the show, we are joined today by Donna 
Mae, who is the artist who sculpted the statue of Our Lady of America which was carried at the 
1993 World Youth Day at Denver, Colorado. There are those who seek to make history, but, 
more often than not, history has a tendency of finding us. The story of Donna Mae, I believe, 
represents one of those examples where history came and found her. Donna Mae, how did you 
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become involved with sculpting the statue of Our Lady of America, and what convinced you 
that this work was something special?)

(Question 2: We know Our Lady's love for the youth of the world. Donna Mae, can you tell us 
what led to taking the statue of Our Lady of America to World Youth Day? Can you tell us what 
you know about how that decision was made and how you became involved?)

(Question 3: Part of the story of any event includes preparations and travel to the venue. Can 
you tell us a little about your experiences as you prepared to go to World Youth Day?)

(Question 4: Sometimes, an event includes a series of memorable moments. Can you share 
with us about your impressions of World Youth Day?)

(Question 5: History, but its very nature, influences us and can sometimes even change us. 
Donna Mae, how has your association with Our Lady of America influenced you? What impact 
has it had on your life?)

(Question 6: When we experience history, we also have an opportunity to share our 
observations of what we observe from our position in time and knowledge. Donna Mae, as you 
discern your personal experiences and faith formation, what do you believe Our Lady wants us 
to understand?)

Quotes:

– Bishop Thomas Grady (Act of Consecration written for the dedication of the National Shrine 
of the Immaculate Conception)
Most Holy Trinity: Our Father in Heaven, who chose Mary as the fairest of your daughters; 
Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your spouse; God the Son, who chose Mary as your Mother; in 
union with Mary, we adore your majesty and acknowledge your supreme, eternal dominion and 
authority.

Most Holy Trinity, we put the United States of America into the hands of Mary Immaculate in 
order that she may present the country to you. Through her we wish to thank you for the great 
resources of this land and for the freedom which has been its heritage. Through the intercession 
of Mary, have mercy on the Catholic Church in America. Grant us peace. Have mercy on our 
President and on all the officers of our government. Grant us a fruitful economy born of justice 
and charity. Have mercy on capital and industry and labor. Protect the family life of the nation. 
Guard the innocence of our children. Grant the precious gift of many religious vocations. 
Through the intercession of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the poor, the tempted, sinners –
on all who are in need.

Mary, Immaculate Virgin, our Mother, Patroness of our land, we praise you and honor you and 
give ourselves to you. Protect us from every harm. Pray for us, that acting always according to 
your will and the Will of you Divine Son, we may live and die pleasing to God.
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Final Thoughts:

As we consider our faith and the events which surround us, we must ask ourselves, do we 
believe because of a miracle or apparition, or do we believe because of the wisdom we derive 
from the Holy Word of God and His fingerprints of blessings upon our lives? Certainly, God has
captured the attention of generations through what only He can do and what we experience as 
supernatural, but a miracle means little if we do not look for the message which God desires we 
understand.

As I have mentioned before, Satan cares not how we miss the mark of what God asks of us, 
only that we do. In our zealousness for the law, we may forget its purpose. That was part of the 
criticism Jesus had for the Pharisees when they sought to trap Him within questions of the law. 
In our selfishness, we are tempted to disregard the law; caring not about its purpose. Either way,
the purpose which God intends and desires for us, is not accomplished.

If we hope to walk the righteous path, if we truly desire a relationship with God, we need to 
spend time with His Word, we need to spend time in prayer, and we need to live as examples of 
His love. His Word reveals the wisdom by which we are called to live. As we learn His Word, 
we may better understand the light silent sound of our Lord within our hearts. As we turn our 
understanding into devotion, and our devotion into action, we express the love to which we are 
called.

Wrap Up: Well, our time has come to an end. We hope you will be able to join us next week as we turn
our discussion to Saint Joseph and the responsibilities of fatherhood.

Let us conclude with a prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for this opportunity to share the 
blessings of our trust and faith in You. We pray that as we go our separate ways, You will 
continue to walk with us and help us to see how we may put on the armor of truth, 
righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the Word of the gospel not only for the benefit of 
our lives, but also the lives of all who cross our path. In the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen.

Thank you all and God bless.

Next Session: Our Lady of America – Part V: Saint Joseph and Fatherhood
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